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The Phantom of the Opera

soectacular shows.
French romantic novel set in the qlamorous lf you've seen Phantom (and chances are you
surroundings of the Paris Opera. Now, a quarter have, given that the show has been viewed

is turning 25, and there's
a lOt tO Celebfate! JO Caifd an exrravasanza

finds out where the show's worthvof oneof
sical theatre's most

success lies
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, i l ( l (rr l lcstra of over200 performers, in

=r l ,  l i t i r  rr  r  l r  r  l l rc lavish sets and costumes loved

I t i ,  : ,r  I  rr  r  1ny. l lamin Karimloo, the West End star

i l  r '  I  l ' l , r  l t  l lorn veteran who wil l  be donning the

l;rr ror t , ,  rrrask for the anniversary performances,

i , :  I  ro| (,x,rggerating.when he says, ' i t 's going to

l , r ,  ; r l r r , t tomenal i

l ' , rr ir i r loo f irst went into the show in 2003 as

l{;rorr l ,  the Phantom's r ival for the affect ions of

t I  rr ,  beauti ful Christ ine. Then, fol lowing st ints

nt lc Misdrables and Miss Saigon, the actor

rettrrned to Phantom in 2OO7 , this t ime taking

rrrr what he describes as'the absolute dream

role':  that of the'angel of music'himself.  When,

r lrrr ing this period, work began on a sequel

to the original shory eventual ly t i t led love

Never Dies, Karimloo was the natural choice to

l l lay the Phantom, his performance in the role

winning him the Best Actor in a Musical Award

al the Whatsonstage.com Awards 201 1. His
lxperiences with the two shows, Karimloo says,

' l r ,rve changed my l i fe in every way you could

t l r  ink of i

i l r l  the Canadian actor was famil iar with the

:lrow long before his f irst appearance as Raoul,

lravlng seen i t  -  and loved i t  -  as a chi ld: ' l t  was

tlrr,  f i rst show I saw that real ly made me feel
Fnlotions as a kid that l'd never felt before. I was

a wannabe tough-guy hockey player and I went

lr i  ree this show and was real ly movedi l t  was

i lr lc experience that made Karimloo want to

I rer ome an actor: ' the seed, he said, 'was plantedi

I r ivr,n how much the show meant to him as a
ylulr l  man, playing the Phantom was init ial ly an
;h rrr rr l  overwhelming experience for Karimloo.
I le r le:r r ibes how during the pre-show

I ,r e1 r,rr,r t  ions for his f irst performance in the

ti t lo roh',  he'kept laughing, thinking,"this is so
:urt . , r1". . .  i t  was just  epic:

Performing in the 25th anniversary event will be
just as thri l l ing. 'For me personally, i t 's ful l  circle

forthe journey .. .  To leave after doing the sequel,

then just touching base with the original again for

such a celebration, l think i t 's quite poignant and

exciting ... I'm honoured to be able to do iti

Phantom has been phenomenally successful

over the years, having played over 1 0,000

performances at Her Majesty's Theatre in the

West End, as well  as being translated into 13

different languages. Karimloo believes that

this is down to the fact that'everybody loves

the underdog .. .  there's something about the

oassion of this one character that I  think a lot of
people can relate to:

Since Michael Crawford created the role of the

Phantom for the musical 's London oremiere in

1986 (for which he won an Olivier Award for Best

Actor in a Musical), dozens of fine performers

have taken on the part. Has this legacy proved

int imidating? Karimloo says that although he

fou nd Crawford's performa nce'inspi redl he has

always been aware of the danger of following

too closely in anyone else's footsteps.

r 'For me personally it 's full
r  circle for the journey . . .  l 'm
: honoured to be able to do it. '

'You've got to just stick to your guns and do what

you set out to do, otherwise you're just going

to set yourself up for failure. I think it's good for

everyone to get inspired in their own wayl

This would be good advice for an actor taking

on any well  known role, but on a show as long-

running as Phantom it's even more important, as

it 's up to the cast to ensure that audiences seeing

the show today get the same thri l l ing theatr ical

experience as those at the first performances of

of a century on, the show has amassed 50
theatre awards and the highest box office
takings of any f l lm or stage play.
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by over 100 mil l ion people in 27 countr ies
worldwide), then you'll have some idea what

to expect of the three performances at the
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In the mid-1980s,
composer Andrew Lloyd
Webber and producer
Cameron Mackintosh
began talking about
a new musical based
on a little-known

To mark the Phantom's
anniversary, the show's
producers are hosting
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the productlon 25 years ago. Karimloo responds

to this chal lenge by'never trying to repeat myself.

I  never try to change myself either . . .  You keep i t

fresh byjust not trying to be r ight. Just 90 on and

see what happensl

This is very much the phi losophy that wi l l  inform

the actor's performance in The Phantom of the

Opera atthe Royal Albert Hall. Karimloo, of

course, has experience of such events, having

played the role of Enjolras atthe Les Misdrables

25th anniversary concert at the 02 Arena last

year. l t  was an 'extraordinary'occasion to be

involved with, he says. ' l  remember coming out

into the 02 Arena thinking," l  should be nervous' i

but I  wasn't .  l t 's good to be self-cr i t ical,  because

it makes you keep pushing to be better, but

there is no way of being r ight. I  had fun with i t ,

and I had a great response from it  and I just thin'

I  should have fun more often. Because what we

do is hard, you know. You have to put in the worl

behind the scenes but once you're out there, I

don't  think you should be so serious. l f  the work

is done, i t ' l l  come throughi

Karimloo has certainly put in the work, as have

all  the dif ferent performers, crew members and

creatives that have made The Phantom of the

Opera such a success over the last quarter of a

century. Let the party begin - happy birthday

Phantoml

RELATED LISTINGS

THE PHANTAM OF THE APERA
Her i \4ajesty's Theatre, London, see p. 21
Royal Albert Hali ,  1 2 October, see p. 22
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