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Do We Look Like RefugeesT!
tells the story of South 0s-
setian refugees of the 2008
Georgian War The ctors, how-
ever, ratherthan leaming lines,
repeat word for word and into-
nation for intonation what they
hear through headsets wom
during the performance, 0n the
headsets are edited recordings
of interuiews conduded by
director Alecky Blythe at the
Tserovani Internally Displaced
Persons Camp,
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no choice but to stay absoluteiy
true to those interuiewed.

They cannot play for laughs
or pathos, or colourtheir
portrayal with their own take
on a character or topic, They
are aiso, of course, bound to the
interviews' original language,
so the majority of the piece is
in Georgian with surtltles, The
result, perhaps surprisingly, is
extremely eleganl the actors
appear unconstrained and the
irrepressible humour of these
downtrodden people shines
through.

Folksongs punctuate the
interviews; performed by the
cast in unpolished five-part
harmony, they are a poignant
symbol of the overrtding
importance of community to
the displaced South Ossetians,

The songs stand alone, un-
translated, but their meaning
ls clear,

By presenting characters
that live outside the constraints
of narrative drama, Blythe en-
sures that there is no theatrical
distraction from the subject
at hand, No time is wasted on
back stories or plot devices; the
focus is entirely on the parn of
displacement. the injustice of
poverty, and the human abilrty
to overcome these trials. Do We
Laok Like Refugees2is a noble
piece of theatre, beautifully
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