SOUNDS

What do you get when you cross classical music

with Comic Relief? |

out of tHe average

audience at a classical music concert is polite
applause. At Classic Relief, however, the first
classical music event in the history of Comic
Relief, the bi-annual charity funfest, things are
going to get a ot louder. ‘ ‘

‘My vision is to show the world what classical
music can do, says Rainer Hersch, a man who has
made a career out of finding the funny side of
classical music. ‘It's not just fuddy-duddies doing
music that was written 200 years ago, talking
about key changes. It's something that can smack
you in the face, and be really funny! Classical
music may seem like unlikely material for
comedy, but according to Hersch, that is exactly
what gives it such potential. ‘People have a far
too serious impression about how it should be
handled. That is a perfect set-up to do comedy!

Classic Relief will combine Hersch's

Stick it to ‘em:
Rainer Hersch
orchestrates the
laughter

72 finds out

classical music is the funny movement in the

symphony! He sees his role as j

old Scottish violinist Nicola Benedetti and one of

Britain's leading percussionists, Evelyn Glennie.
Hersch is keen to open the genre up to young

people. The problem, he says, is that too many

children‘don’t come into contact with classical
ic. Their feelings about it are governed by

general belief about it rather than what it is!
By involving so many young British musicians

~ in Classic Relief, Hersch hopes to show kids

that classical music isn't just for nerds and the
middle-aged. 'You can get that taste for it a lot
ier. Me, Evelyn Glennie, Nicola Benedetti

re normal people who like a good laugh!
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