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Whot do you get when you cross classical music
with Comic ReliefT finds out

Family

ageneraI bet ief  about i t  rather than what i t  is l

-l'i'1ij r-'ii:'i lgiJ:-;; 'jt:l-j r-i {l':':r ! out of the average

audience at  a c lasslcal  music concerL is poi i te

applause. At Classic Rel ief .  however.  the f i rsL

classical  music event in the history of  Comic

Rel ief ,  the bi-annua{ char i  Ly funfest .  th ings are

goinR to eet a lot  [ouder.

'My vis ion is to show the world what ctassical

music can dol  says Rainer Herscr.  a man who has

made a career out of  f indingthe funny side of

c lassical  music. ' l t 's  not  just  fuddy-duddies doing

music that  was wri t ten 200 years ago. ta lk ing

about key changes. l t 's  something that can smack

you in the face. and be real ly funnyl  Ctassical

music may seem I ike unl ikely mater ia{ for

comedy, but according to Hersch, that  is  exactty

what gives i t  such potent ia[ . 'People have a far

too ser ious impression about how i t  shoutd be

handled. That is a perfect  set-up to do comedyi

Classic Rei ief  wi l l  combine l -nersch's

i r reverent stand-up with humorous arrang_epents of  o ld Scott ish v io i in ist  Nicola Benedett i  and one of

wel l -known works.  The programme includes Rossini 's  Br i ta in 's Ieading percussionists.  Everyn Glennie.

Wi l l iomTel l  Overrure(Ruined):  Vivaldi 's  fnefou, HerscniskL"ntoop.nthegenreuptoyoung

5eosons (Abbrevtoted):and 5trauss's Pizzi lcot to peooLe.The problem, ne says, is lhat  too many

Polko ( to Jugghnq).  Hersch plays wi th the audience s chi ldren'don t  come into contact  wi th c lassical

expectat ions and highi ights the fun moments he music.  Their  teei ings about i t  are governed by

'Al l  c lassicalcomposefshavegotasense Byinvolv ingsomanyyoungBri l ishmusic ians

of funi  Hersch insists. 'The comrnon feature of  in Classic Rel ief .  Hersch hopes to show kids

classical  music is the funny r . rovemenl in Lhe Lhat ctassical  music isn ' t just  for  rerds and the

symphonyl  He sees his rote as just  a matter middle-aged. 'You can get that  taste for  i t  a lot

of  let t ing the audience relax enough to see ear l ier .  Me, Evetyn Glennie,  Nicola Benedett i-
the funny side. And with a show that iq l ludqs ' . : :We're normaLpeople who { ike a good Laughi

says are already present in th is musi i

conduct ing-by- j and a wal tz. 'based on

tunes from Wi I  which he credi ts to 'Bi l l ,

Gates/Straussl  he 5. . .

Joining him for t Red Nose Day concerts

isa host of top Br i

the respected pla

stick itto'em:
Rainer Hersch
orcf,esfrotes the
loughter
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