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the local Hutu Pastor who was

Miracle in Rwanda
CiLaea Balloon Teviot, Bristo
Square
*****
insilrp LEwrs swoRD exudes
an air ofcalrn as she enters the tiny,

rtltii"elv hot venue' She shuts the

a.oi 6'"t ina her - the same door

through which the audience are

shown in and out - and rs rmme-

Aiut"Lu A. focus of all the agitated

oeopll in the room. The atmo-

iphire is intense.-'Mira"le 
in Rwanda tells the true

storv of Immacul6e Illibagiza, who

iu-rdved the Rwandan genocide bY

harbouring them.---rhis 
sho:w has been designed so

thai nothing distracts from
i*otd't perfJrmance' The onlY
irrii" 

"" 
dt'" stase is a rectangle ofthft;; fh" stage is a rectangle-of

whit*e gaffer taPe of the same.Pro-

'"Ji""". 
as Iilibagiza's refugeooJiJ* 
"t 

lilibagiza's refuge'
'iword plays terr drff9r9nt qhutu";
t.tt. U.ittt"*ute and female, but

theie are no costume changes or
pioJt i" this PlaY. Bending low

i""i u *i*"d walking stick Sword

is the ola Pastor; strutting around

*J lttuittg orders with noncha-

lant crueltY, a Hutu.commancer'
Each character occupies a different

nhvsical space so that in scenes

irtrere Swdrd plays mukiple inter-

rcting characters, their spectres

,toioitt uft"t the moves on, making

lLr" u..o,tnt rernarkably vivid'
lllibagiza is terrified ofdiscovery

and desperate to hear news ofher

familv.- Sword's Performance
exami"nes flib"giza's stnrggle with

her faith under these tesflng ctr-

.n*t t " t t . " t  and is deePlY
poig"*t, 

"u"n 
for an attreist audi-

ence. Miracle in Rwanda is an
utt.tntt"r"a yet immensely affect-
l"e-&fo*tion of fear, faith and
crueltv.

Bv ieiline the storY ofjust one
young*omun Sword oPens uP the
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