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Penniless post-
Christmas? Try
house-sitting and
you could find
yourself living in
the lap of luxury for

h God, we're
locked in."

"What are you
talking about?"
Having just taken
his first slurp of :

carefully pre-.;, "; i:
pared homemade

cappuccino, my boyfriend's tone was
quite clearly that of a man not wishing
to be interrupted.

"The gate, it's locked. It must be
on the same power grid as the rest of
the house. I can't get the car out." The

was also an issue: we couldn't afford
a short-term rental contract on any
accommodation suitable for our needs.

Sorne friends suggested house-
sitting, so we registered our details
with housecarers.com, one of a
nur-nber of websites that put property
oumers in touch with potential sitters.
A few months passed without anything
suitable coming up, but in the autumn
we found our dream scenario: three
months lookhg after a rural B&B in
Puglia, southern Italy, that was closed
for the winter while its owners. Leonie

offour self-caterinl
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Penniless post-
Christmas? Try
house-sitting and
you could find
yourself living in
the lap of luxury for
ftree, says Jo Caird

h God, we're
locked in."

"What are you
talking about?"
Having just taken
his first slurp of,
carefully pr'q1i.r;,,1,,i
paredhomemade

cappuccino, my boyfriend's tone was
quite clearly that of a man not wishing
to be interrupted.

"The gate, it's locked. It must be
on the same power grid as the rest of
the house. I can't get the car out." The
house was in the grip of a power cut,
announced only by a sheet ofpoorly
photocopied A4 taped to a tree at the
top ofthe dirt track leading to the
property. We were trapped.

In early summer 2oo8, my
boyfriend and I decided it was time
for us to escape London for a while.
We had a couple of potentially tricky
requirements, however: I needed to
be able to write, and my musician
boyfriend needed somewhere isolated
enough to practise the trumpet
without disturbing anyone. Money ,

was also an issue: we couldn't afford
a short-term rental contract on any
accommodation suitable for our needs.

Sorne friends suggested house-
sitting, so we regiStered our details
with housecarers.com, one of a
nglpber of websites that put property
ovrners in touch with potential sitters.
A few months passed without anything
suitable coming up, but in the autumn
we found our.dream scenario: three
months looking after a rural B&B in
Puglia, southern Italy, that was closed
for the winter while its owners. Leonie
and Paolo, visited family in Australia.
We would be working, but it all looked
suspiciously like a very extended, yet
inexpensive, holiday.

Emailq were exchanged, references
provided, a couple ofSkype
conversations took place, and a month
later, at the end ofNovember 2oo8,
wewere being shown around our
new home, the beautiful Masseria
I,a Rascina.

The B&B - a rather modest title for
the luxurious six-bedroom masseria
(farmhouse), complete with annexe

of four self-catering a1
swimmingpoo-l and lt
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discover inglndiqoo.
Travelling with Voyages Jules Verne

. Over 30 years of experience.

. Worldwide classic journeys with cultural
and historical interest.

r Carefully planned, imaginative itineraries
by air, road, river & rail.

o Exclusive excursions and events.
. English-speaking, specialist country

guides.
r Limited group sizes.
r Total commitment to your enjoyment and

satisfaction.

'lndia's Golden Triangle'
Experience the intoxicating culture & beauty of
India, from its historical sights, famous temples
& monuments, to its bustling market places.

Delhi (2 nts) r Agra (2 nts) r Jaipur (2 nts)
. Kuchaman (2 nts) o Aso visiting India Gate,
the Taj Mahal and Fatehpur Sikri, with a
unique stay at Kuchaman Fort and a journey
on the Shatabdi Express train o Extensions in
Goa, Kerala, Nepal and Shimla available.
Includes a VJV Special Event.
Saturday departures from London
Heathrow January 201 0 to April 201 1 .
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was also an issue: we couldn't afford
a short-term rental contract on any
accommodation suitable for our needs.

Sorne friends suggested house-
sitting, so we registered our details
with housecarers.com, one of a
irurmber of websites that put property
owners in touch with potential sitters.
A few months passed without anything
suitable coming up, but in the autumn
we found our dream scenario: three
months looking after a rural B&B in
Pugha, southern ltaly, that was closed

of four self-catering apartments,
swimming pool and lush gardens
set in the middle of a r,ooo-year-old
olive grove - is a 2o-minute drive from
Ostuni, the medieval Pugliese hill town
lcrown as La Citti Bianca (White Cit,
for its brilliant whitewashed buildings.
Travel to minutes in the other direction
and you reach the beaches ofPuglia's
Adriatic coast, deserted and unkempt
off-season but picturesque nbnetheless.

Set out on foot, and You are
immediately surrounded by gnarled,
ancient olive trees that provide greener
and more deliciously peppery oil than
any we'd ever tasted' Bone dry in the,
fiercely hot summer months, the fields
around La Rascina are transformed
into lush greenwildflower meadows
in the winter. As a contrast to wintry,
grey London, our location didn't leave
much to be desired. Working we may
have been, but almost everY daY felt
like a holiday.

As well as keePing watch over the
B&B, we were charged with looking
after the family pets: two dogs, RudY,
an elderll- but enthusiastic boxer,
=-: ]:-s. a former stray; and two
=e:*:lelln- ildePendent cats. Most

Paolo's hattered lvhite Renault T\t-ingo'
we lt-ere able to talie day trips to
places such as GalliPoli, Lecce and
Alberobeltro, the nearby town famous
for its tlpical Pugliese cone-shaped
rrulli houses.

We did all our shoPPing in Ostuni'
using the local shops as well as the
couple ef s6allish suPermarkets.
The abundance oflocal and regional
delicacies such as burrata - mozzatella
blended with cream and encased in
more mozzarella - fresh orecchiette
pasta, and fruity primitivo red wine
turned us into unashamed gluttons,
and over-excited meal-planning came
to take up more and more of our
time. Although food in Fuglia isn't
especially cheap, the fresh produce
and-delicatessen treats we were buying
were of a far higher quality than those
available for the sarne Price in the
UK.Tood, petrol and flights our onlY
outlays, we spent around €2,2oo in the
three months we were there.

When not working or walking the
dogs, we went out for sumptuous meals
in the dozens of wonderfully romantic
restaurants dotting the surrounding
countryside, manY serving the local
speciality of raw seafood antipasti:
pleled pravrns dressed only with olive
bil and iweet red peppercoms; noci
(small clams) served on the half-shell
with a squeeze of lemon; finely sliced
carpaccio ofoctopus.

We were also introduced to various
friends of Leonie and Paolo's in the
days before their deParture, who
invited us to dinners and Parties,
and advised us on the best Places
to eat, shop and visit. Getting to
know these kind and generous
people meant that we left Fuglia with
i much more comPlete imPression of
southern Italian life than we would
have had otherwise.

Of course, there were.moments of
stress and tedium. No extended period
spent living in someone else's home
will ever be comPletelY free from ,
issues such as internet problems or
minor car repairs, but we were left with
a list of emergenry phone numbers and
a supply ofcash so no Problem that
arose ever felt insurmountable.

The only major trouble we had
concerned the animals. Just a few
iueeks into the sit - and two daYs
before the electricity board put us
under house arrest - we had to rush
the usuallyvery healthy Rudy to the
vet. Theboxer was suffering from a
severe stomach infection that required
immediate intervention. He wasn't

What a contrast
to wintry, grey
London. UYemilY
havebeen
worldng; htt it

I for the winter while its owners; Leonie
i and Paoio, visited family in Australia.

We would be workilg, but it all looked
suspiciously Jike a very extended, yet
inexpensive. holidal-.

Emails were erchanged- references
provided, a couPle of SI+Pe
Lonversations took place. and a month
later, at the end of \or-ember:oo8'
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Paolc/s battered white Renault Twingo,
we were able to take day trips to
places such as Gallipoli, Lecce and
Alberobello, the nearby town famous
for its typical Pugliese cone-shaped
frulli houses.

We did all ourshopping in Ostuni,
using the local shops as well as the
couple of smallish supermarkets.
The abundance oflocal and regional
delicacies such as burrata - mozzarella
blended with cream and encased in
more mozzarella - fresh orecchiette
pasta, and fruity primitivo red wine
turned us into unashamed gluttons,
and over-excited meal-planning came
to take up more and more of our
time. Although food in Puglia isn-t
especially cheap, the fresh produce
and delicatessen treats we'were buying
were of a far higher quality than those
available for the sar-ne price in the
UK.,Food, petrol and flights our only
outlays, we spent around €2,2oo in the
three months we were there

When not working or walking the
dogs, we went out for sumptuous meals
in the dozens of wonderfully romantic
restaurants dotting the surrounding
countryside, many serving the local
speciality of raw seafood antipasti:
peeled prar,,rns dressed only with olive
oil and sweet red peppercorns; noa
(small clams) served on the half-shell
with a,s-queeze of lemon; finely sliced
carpaccio ofoctopus.

We were also introduced to various
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FeeI at home on therangc
Rusty is an all-American. I
cowboy with a trail-riding
the desert nearLake pleas
IIe aad his wife need help
haybales and doing maint
the stables. In refum for a
tvork per day, volunteers u
international Workawav sc
horseride, swim in the iakr
with meals and camping ir

OtherWorkawayplacem
are dozeim available aroun<
indude an "off-g1d'r. creatir
in the mountains ofAlmeri
where volunteers help witl
ranguage practice, cooking,
art projects; and Iooking aft
and farming at an eco-hbitr
Vjrgin Ishnds in the Caribbr
t) workawayinfo: To contac)
must pqy gB for two yems, t

Be a hostin SouttArnerica
Fancylivilrg in a cutehouse
Rica with a pool and a verar
mountains of Heredia?AlI t
yours (temporarily) if you si
this house-sit. Responsibilir
deaning and maintenance,
and hosting guests from tin
(the owner is turning the ho
B&B). You can revel in the v

, Sa.n Jose, and even have yor'mates to stay (on approval).
O Availablefor variable peri
thr orgh mindmyhouse. com.

Escape to the Sout} pacific
If you thought Wwoofing (vr
with IAIorld IAIida finnn*r,-rr
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I f lf's1y1111;1', there were moments of
':f r e.,'; ;ultl tctlium. No extended period
:|r.ilt living in someone else,s home
wi ll r,vcr be completely free from
ir;:;trt's such as internet problems or
nrinor car repairs, but we were left with
it list of emergency phone numbers and
a supply ofcash so no problem that
arose ever felt insurmountable.

The only major trouble we had
concerned the animals. Just a few
i,veeks into the sit - and two davs
before the electricity board puf us
under house arrest j we had to rush
the usually very healthy Rucly to thc
vet. The boxer was sulTering fiom a
severe stomach infection that required
immediate intcrventi<lt. I Ie wasn,t

(topt rfil lt| bffi loarl rnrilt,lounil i
looklng nller Ru(ly (elxrv€, atrd t!ucc
other pet; wns otrc of f o.r fbw 'lohr'

a pretty sight. Krrowirrg I row rrrrrr. lr
Rudy meant to Lc<lnic antt I,itolo. 1,y1,
experienced a decided ly worry i llll
couple ofdays.

Myboyfriend speaks no Italian,
so all issues of communication -
including detailed discussions with
the veq - were left to me. Competency
in the.local language is a good idea foi
most house-sitting jobs, particularly
in cases like ours: a rural location
in southern Italy where very little
English is spoken. I'd spoken fairly
good Italian before the trip, but the
types ofsituation we found ourseives
in - from orderingblood tests for the
ddg to discussing boiler problems with
the plumber - provided me with a
refresher course unlike any offered by
a school or online course.

When we were at last reconnected
to the power grid and able to leave the
property to retum to the vet, we were
relieved to find that the dog had made
a Looolo recoveryi As we arrived back
home with a patched-up Rudy, the
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Registration with housecalers.com.
which allows you to receive
notification of suitable house-sits, is
free. To apply for sits or contact
property owners costs USg45 peryear.
Sirnilar sites include mindmyhouse.
com and luxuryhousesifting.com. Most
properqr owners require house-sitting
experience and/or character references
and wish to interview potential sitters,
either in person or via Skype, aqd some
choose Fot to list their house but
contact registered house3itters
directly. House-sits are available all
over the world and for periods from a
few days to a yea, or ryr-ore. As a sitter
y'ou will probably be expected to pay
foryourtravel, but this _ aswith all- I
otherexpenses incurred _ is negotiable
and varies from house to housel Some
house-sits are paid, although this, too,
depends on each specific situation. iG
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SingleThavellers
eWal l^olid^4 lntdan(

Just You is a fully bonded member ofABTA.(V5874) and holds an ATOL Licen5e (i 09.t )

W@W
We're thc UK3 no.l choicefor single
travellerc and it3 easyto see why with a
roorn ofyourown, no single supplement
and so much more.
/ Hassle-free holidays for single travellerc

'r' Enjoy the fun of a shared experience
/ ATourManagerasyourhostand guide
r' lhe opportunity to fly from your local airport
y' Many meals and excursions included in the price
/ Welcome drink and farewell qet-together
/ A community of fellow travellen atjUstpu.co.uk

:l$3ljT,?:1.:J.i? justTo*
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lodge with log cabins f
bar and restaurant cat{
boat trade needs helP
andkitchen. This Plac
those who want to ser
two hours to the neart
who needs clubs arld I
kayaking, diving ald:
the white sand beacn
+& l4/woof,or8l. Host: IC

Runaway to sea

A week on the ]i ::: : il

notbeenought: i the

life on the \\'a1' e: :fi[

acrewmembe: -! r"trrg

to owning ]'o *: :.' : rl

yacht. Sailhg ::r;i"*
qualificatio:: -1 

I 5.r

massivell'elt - -:

r""futt-o-"o-r,tn"t*g"(picture!)
n"tw it * ttt-American, 8z-year-old

cowfiov witfr a trail-riding business in

ih" d"i"tt tt""t Lake Pleasant, Atizona'

He and his wife need helP shifting

hav bales and doing maintenance rn

lhe stables. tn retum for a few hours'

wort Per daY, volunteers under the

international Workaway scheme can

hoit"tia", swim in the lake and hike'

r,viift *"it *d camPing included'- 
Other Workaway placements (there

"r" 
dot"* *ailaUle around the world)

include an "off-grid" creative reteat

in the mottntains of Almeria, Spain'

where volunteers help with childcare'
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i*gu"g" pt".tice, cooking, farming and

artiroiects; and looking after tourists
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an eco-hostel in the us

Virein Islands in the Caribbean'
+' iorkaway.info. To contact hosts' you

iuri p oy eie for tuv o years' membership'

Be a host in South America
Fancy living in a cute house in Costa

ni." *itft a-pool and a veranda in the

*o"","i* of HerediaZ Allthiswiilbe
vours (temporarily) if you sign up to 

-
it is ttouse'sit, Reiponsibilities include

.i"*-e *O mainienance, paying bills

*a floJnng guests from time to time

(the olmer iJ turning the house into a
g?Bt. vou cal revel irr the views' visit

Sa:r Jose. ald even have Your own

mates to sta). (on aPProl a-l)
At' ail abl e io r v ai abl e Pei ods'

thr ou gh min dnrY hott*' co n'
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