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I n Eighties Poland, as the Solidarity movement used civil resistance
I to fight for social change, Ore south-westem cit5r of Wrodaw
I star-tgd its own, unique brand of underground protest. Drawing
dwarf figures on_wallC all over town anditaging-absurd happeni-ngs
designed to mock the regime, the Orange Nternative athac{ed
thogsands of participants to its peaceful protests, as well as plenty of
media aftention.

Walk aroundWroclaw todav and
, you'll find proud memoriali to
the movement whereveryou go,
in the form of 150 diminutive
bronze dwarf statuettes set into
pavements across the city.

But when it comes to steet art
in Wroclaw, dwarves are just the
start. The walh lrom my hotel into
the handsome old tonm takes
me past arr alrcsling collection
of huddltxl ligrrrrs breaking out
of the pirvcr,rrrrnl,  l l rc woll< of
Polislr rrr l ist .kr lzy l(rr l i rr i r .  l ; r l r :r ,
or t  l l tc  is l i r t r r ls  i r r  l l r r '  l l ivr : r 'Ork:r ' .

on Ostr6wTumski - "Cathedral
Island" - is calmer. Home to the
city's imposing cathedral, as well
as a handf;l of other relieious
buildings, this is a place Sfpeace
and contemplation. As dusk
falls overthe city, a lamplighter
appea$ and goes about his
workunhurried.

This is my cue to leave. I arh
due at the Opera Wroclawskao
a gan{ clessicist auditorium
whose commitrnent to new and
rarely performed work makes for
a yorrngcr lhan usual audience.

Aula Leoooldina
(univerit! of Wn x :l{r,v)

*1 ,--*a* :--:.= 
-ra^,F-l!r-a.i*,,

ri*i*+

GETTY IMAGES/PH0T0N0NSTOP RM; AX 0MPHoTOGRAPH C.CoM

rli
, : i

, l

],

1

hi
EHTTTdffiTB*ffiRffi
Wizzair (0906 959 0002; wizzair.com
offers flights to Wroclaw from Luton
Doncasterfrom €12.99 one way. Ry;
(087I246 O0O0; ryanair.com) has flil
Wroclaw from various UK airports frc
one way. From Wroclaw airport, city L
number 406 runs everv 20 minutes t
central railway station.

PA€KAffiffiS
Regent Holidays (0L17 921 lT lL1. re1
holidays.co.uk) offers a three-night
package to Wroclaw from €325 per p
including b&b and return flight.

Til{ffiINS}ffiffiTKA#K
OThere's a rowdy, tavern atmospher
(Rynek-Ratusz 2; OO 48 7 I 344 7 225;
restaurant beneath the City Hall.
o Climb the bell tower of St Elisabeth
the Market Souare and old town.
o For fresh'produce, cured meats, tr;
household goods, the Hala Targowa (
within a brutalist concrete shell.
OOpera Wroclawska (ul. Swidnicka 3l
presents both classical and contemp
Maschera, this year's open-air "super
Olympic Stadium on June 15 and 17 (
35; tickets via Opera Wroclawska).
o Free Wi-Fi is avitilable in bars and ca

WHAT TO AVOID
;  I  l r r , r r , , r t r , t lxxr ta dozen
I r, rr ., rr r | | rl r, rilwity arches on
W r;r rr,r  I  r ,r  lkrgrrslawskiego, ;r
I  t  I  r  rrrr rrr l  e wnlk sotrth oi tht,
r  r lyr  err l r t r ,  l l . t t  l l tdkot;r tcyorr
tlped tu thuee to tlxr c,nt ol
f.ddd-,E {raamfa}ha
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Walk arourrd Wroclaw todav and
you'll find proud memoriali to
lhe movemen I wherever you go.
in the form of 150 dimin;dv;
bronze dwarf statuettes set into
pavements across the city.

But when it comes [o street art
inWroclaw, dwarves are just the
start. The walk from my hotel into
the handsome old tovvn takes
me past an arresting collection
of huddled figures breaking out
of the pavemenl the work of
Polish artist Jerzy Kalina. Later,
on the islands in the River Oder.

on Ostr6w Tumski - "Cathedral
Island" - is calmer. Home to the
city's imposing cathedral, as well
as a handful of other religious
buildings, this is a place of peace
and contemplation. As dusk
falls over the city, a lamplighter
appears and goes about his
workunhurried.

This is my cue to leave. I am
due at the Opera Wroclawska,
a grand classicist auditorium
whose commitmentto new and
rarely per{ormed work makes for
a younger than usual audience.

lVroclawCathedral

., Olimpic Stadium >

RAclaWice Panorarna

Tonight's performance is King
Roger, one of the few Polish
language operas regularly staged
on lhe internationa] circuil.
Each summerthe company
stages a "super-production", the
l ; t rgesl  opr l r ; r l i r '  pt ' r ' l iu rr r ; r r r r t  i r r
Rr l i rnt l ,  l i r : r l r r r i r r lq I r r r r r r l r t r ls , r l '
perl i l r t tr<:r 's, l ,)r  r  rr r ;  rr ' :  r  r  r  sl ;r  r  r  t ; t  r  t  r t : l ;
I t t t r l ,  ln:r1r r t l r I  ly ,  ; r r r i rn;r ls. ' l  l r is
yr : ; r r - ' r ;  prrrr l r r r ' l ion,  lo l l t :  s l t rgod at
Wrrx l :rw's ( ) lyrrr l l ic Stat l ium, is
Vt:rr I i's {./z l\ulln in Maschera

' I'hc perlbrmance finished,
I head to the Rlnek,Wroclaw's
ancient market sguare,
overlooked by the resplendent
l4lh-century City HaII, the heart
of the old toum and a picturesque
and livelyplace foran evening
drinh. Engaging positively
with the past while invesl-ing
in the future can be a difficult
lr:rlirncing act lbr a city, espct;irrlly
orrc wil l r  such a turbulcnI rt tr :rr l
I  r  r : ; lor y. l i rr l t tnl telv. Wrrl t : l : rw
r l , ,r ' r .  i l  r 'v i l  l r  yl i tr t i r t : l"r t : .

I come across vibrant murals that
make art out of the unremarkable
buildings they adorn.

Several of the city's other
important cullr-rrirl treats are near
the river. The bunl<cr that houses
the Raclawice Pauorirrnl doesn't
lookpromising, but orrcc insidc
and surrounded by tht: hugc
cyclorarna, I am enthnrlled by
this peculiarwork. Prorlu<red at
the end of the l9th centurv. and
brought to Wroclaw from i,wow
after the SecondWorldWar', thc
battle painting is the city's most
popular attraction.

On the south bank of the
Oder, the university's elaborately
decorated Baroque lecture hall,
the l8th-centwy Aula Leopoldina,
is a marvellous sight. My nech
sorr: liom crarilng to adrnile the
Irrrrrtpe-l 'oei l  fresrxrcs, I  cl i rrr l l  lhc
r rrr ivcrsifu's tower'  l i r l  i r  t I i l  l i ' r l rr I
v icw, taking in l l r r '  (  ) rL ' r ' ; r r r r l  r l r ;
is lands front : t1,, , t , ' .
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WHAT TO AVOID

.r,;. There are about a dozen
bars in the railway arches c
Wojciecha Boguslawskleg.
10-minute walk south of tt
city centre, but make sure
head to those to the east c
Swidnicka, as the ones to t
west are decidedly dingy.
.,, The traffic around Wrocli

"B"MffiffiffiSY$*#T"H*"S
ArtHotel6.
Has a fantastic location just
tenement building; B0 four-s
elegant restaurant (0048 71

Puro Hotel;,
Located in the up-and-comin
nearby; rooms are sleek and
self check-in; funky bar and r
from t52).

,' Sofitel lr ,, :
Contemporary des

rooms, some offe
gym (358 8300; i

. wroclaw-old-tow

TF4ffiffiffiSTffiffi
Kuchnia March6

This bright buffet r
1945,'rlosirrg''Lwow

and Vilnius

l:\t:.1

i

:i, " and international opl
all day for meals and sn€

com.pl).

Karczmalwowska, rrl
Decorated like an old rural dir
hanging from the ceiling, thrs
Polish and Lvov cuisine; enorr
views over the Market Squarr
lwowska.com.pl).

Spizarnia , i;
Modern European cuisine wit
ir  r ;  range of classic cocktai ls ,
.  r  l i r  rr  x I  place to start an ever rr
l r l r  r  ly , , l rcct  [u l .  Wlodkowic_ir

Tal l t l l r f t r :Wro<: l i rw'sCityHa!| ,abovc,tr , ; rd i t ionalpaintedhouses,alxrvck==f|=arrrr l ' 'prole=l"r lw;rr l , ; r lxrv.r ig!r l
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ilrr$vile rr.:itionalpaintedhouses,aboveleft,anda"protest"dwarf,aboveright

ffiffiYYgruffi?ffiffi&ffi
Wizzair (0906 959 0002; wizzair.comJ
offers flights to Wroclaw from Luton and
Doncaster from f12.99 one wav. Rvanair
(0871246 0000; ryanai-.c6-) has f ights to
Wroclawfrom various UK 6;rpots '-onEI7
one way. From Wroclaw airport ctty bus
number 406 runs every 20 m nuies ::  the
central railway station.

PA#KA#HS
Regent Holidays (OIL7 92I 171 1; regent-
holidays.co.ukJ offers a three-night
package to Wroclaw from €325 per person.
including b&b and return flight.

TF.*ffiB*4$AffitrTffiA#K
OThere's a rowdy, tavern atmosphere in the wood-panelled bar at Spiz
(Rynek-Ratusz 2; 0048 7 7 344 7 225; spiz.plJ, a microbrewery and
restaurant beneath the Citv Hall.
o Climb the bell tower of SfElisabeth's Church for fantastic views over
the Market Square and old town.
o For fresh produce, cured meats, traditional sweets and cheap
household goods, the Hala Targowa (Piaskowa 17J is a shoppeis paradise
within a brutalist concrete shell.
oOpera Wroclawska (ul. Swidnicka 35; 344 5779;opera.wroclaw.pl)
presents both classical and contemporary opera. Verdi's Un Ballo rn
Maschera, this year's open-air "super-production", takes place at the
Olympic Stadium on June 15 and 17 (Aleja lgnacego Jana Paderewskiego
35; tickets via Opera WroclawskaJ.
O Free Wi-Fi is available in bars and caf6s all over the citv.

WHAT TO AVOID

r There are about a dozen
bars in the railway arches on
Wojciecha Boguslawskiego, a
10-minute walk south of the
city centre, but make sure you
head ro those to the east of
Swidnicka, as the ones to the
west are decidedly dingy.

The trafflc around Wroclaw's

ring roads is often very slow
moving, so ifs best to a,yoid taxis
at rush hour.

Trams are the fastest way to
get around, but don't get caught
ort: you need to buy tickets
before boarding, either from
most news stands or machines
at the larger tram stops.

DIDYOU
KNOW?

YF{H##STffi#Y'ffi$.S
ArtHotel
Has a fantastic location just off the Market Square in a restored
tenement bui lding; B0 four-star rooms, each individual ly decorated;
elegant restaurant [0048 71 787 740O,arthotel.pl; from €37J.

Puro Hotel
Located in the up-and-coming Jewish quarter, with plenty of great bars
nearby; rooms are sleek and super modern; save time on arrival with
selfcheck-in; funky bar and restaurant (772 5100; purohotel.pl;
rrom L5zt.

Sof i te l  ' , :
Contemporary design in the heart of the old town;five-star

rooms, some offering views of St Elisabeth's Church; spa and
s,.,m 1'-?58 8300: accorhotels.com/pl lhotel-5345-sofi tel-

- .  
: . . - - :c -

a - Kucfrnia t'{arch6- :
:  _ < , ,*  c i  

- : - : ,  
:  _ ,  =- :  :  . ' ,  _g ta lge a- - :  S^

: - :  - :e" iar ional  opironsi  : : -a 's er:er ientvalue eno s a3e:
a cay foi 'meais and snacks fui.  Sy, ' ,onrcka 53; 343 9565: marche

com.plJ.

KarczmaLwowska
Decorated l ike an old rural dining room, complete wrth r lnches of hops
hanging from the cei l ing, this eccentr ic place spec a se s rn tradit ional
Polish and Lvov cuisine; enormous portions call for larg= =opetites; good
views over the Market Square; del icious dumplings (Ryrsa a:343 9BB7;
lwowska.com.pl).

Spizarnia i r :,
Modern European cuisine with some dishes from farther afle d thrown
in; range.of classic cocktails available, including coffees with a tipple;
a good place to start an evening before exploring the other bars on this
trendy street (ul. Wlodkowica 27 ; 34I 4166; spizarnia.wroclaw.pl).


