
O wurnr t*nd*rr

is i t  London at  any t ime of
year and you're l ikely to f ind

a major production by Wii l iam
Shakespeare on one ofthe city 's stages.
This summer, visi tors to the capital wi I  have
even-more options than usual, as dozens of
theatre companies from the UK and around
the world come together for the World
Shakespeare Festival (to Sep), forming part
of the Cultural Olympiad.

trven rhough 5ha(espea.e l iveo aOO years
ago and never ser foor i r  rhe exot ic locato-:
where nany o'his p ays we.e set  ( th i r -k l ta l . .
Cyprus and Ancient Egypt), his work feels
as relevant and vital today as i t  has always
done, both at home and abroad. Given the
enormous inf  uence his plays,  sonneLs and
narrat ive poems have had on Brit ish cultura
hcr i i :oe nrrar f  he r" loe :do< i f  < na <r rr  nr 'ca

that  the playw' ght s st i l i  .eou;red read.nc

lor chi ldren lea'r ing Fngl ish l i teratL.e . lere -

the UK. And, we should also taLe greal  pr  j : :

thar Shakespeare is studied by 50 per cer ' :  :

the wor ldt  schoolchi ldren -  that 's 64 mi l l : : -
A\/Ar\ /  \ /atr  f  rnm A <tr i :  f^  7^ir^ Ch.t  

^.^ 
-  -Jt to\s) l_! ,  . .

is  a ive and wel l  in the mouths and minds : '
young people.

Rrrt  h is lecarrz icn ' r  i ,  r<* l  mited to schoc ,

One of  the mosr t ranslaled w. i ters ever tc - ,  =

l ived, his work is performed in theatres arc-- :
t  he globe. I  le World Sha<espeare Fest va

which opened on 23 Apr i l  -  Shakespeare .

448th bir thday, also the anniversary of  h 's
nlo: th :nd rninr idantr l l r r  c '  

-  
-^-^ -  -  -_, !o r / ,  JL.  squl9q> tc_.

continues for a mammoth six months, fur:^='
proof (as i f  we need i t?) of his continuinc
.e lpvanep Hic nlarzs sneal ,  ro di f fetenr cu:_ - :

and si tuat ions at  d i f ferent t imes, br inginc

un versal  thenes thai  concern us in our

co.t temporary l ives.  There's proof enougr '  .  -
see how his plays have been adapied - 'c '

example Romeo And Juliet's storyline was
hro.  rnhi  tn ihe n 'aqpnt nlav '61 1lg rrovie l ' , :_-

Side Story, while The Taming Of The Shrew ts s== '

in a different light in the film Kiss Me Kate.

You can catch the end of the GlobeTo

Globe season ( to 9 Jun),  which has been

one of  the most ambit ious and unusual

elements of  the fest ival .  Performed at  the

wonderful Shakespeare! Globe (left; p. j -
a recreat ion of  an El izabethan theatre,  the

seaso. presel ls al l  37 of the Ba.d s plays -

a di f ferent foreign language. With each c '

the internat ional  companies performing

in their  own tongue, including from lran,

Ghana, Russia and Turkey, i t 's  a genuine

l
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snapshot of  theatre f rom around the wor ld,

demonstrat ing how people have taken

SAakesoea.e n-o Ihci .  he.rrLs.

Elsewhe'e i r -  |ondon, the.es olenty nore

of the Bard's works to choose from, in al l

shapes and sty les,  and appeal ing to oiFlerenl

audiences. l i t t le k ids and their  fami l ies have

a treat in store with ln A Pickle at Stratford

Circus theatre
(Theatre Sq, E1 5.
f:O20 8279 1001
www.stratford-
circus.com). This

- : -^+^+i^^ ^{  ^ouofrLoL urr  ur  
^

Winter's Tale is a

-^ ^-^A, -+t^^LU ptuuuLLtul

Shal,c<npnrp i< <t t  td ipr l  hv \A npr rent

of the world's schoolchildren -
that's 64 million every year.

Shakeqne:req rrnedv ic r :nsformed inLo

th s much- loved 'nasterp ece. w. i r len i r '

l  RR /  hr 'nnino rha . :<<i .n i tp cforrr l inp tn l i fe

o'-he icaLn. r< Ore' ln anel  h s beaut i f ; l  w fe

Do<demnn: rnr i th a <rnroonir_..  -  _ - .  rg sco"e.

Meanwhi le,  in the depths of  the funky

Roundhouse (p.76),a venue renowned for

i ts of f -beat performances, Brazi l ian director

Renato Rocha
srages rne
aimocnhcr i r

ch-t_^.^^-"^
J ro^c)Pcorc

lnspired
nrnelt tetian The

Dark Side Of Love
(26 Jun-

(D wHrnr L*nl -

Further high ights include legendary
. laparese d recto' Yukio Ninagawa's
^,^A ,- t  ^^.  F+r-^ . - .^r . ,  ̂ ^ . forn ed ro-, .

t ragedy Cymbel ine at  the Barbican (1-2 ,  ,

p.  76),  Simon Russel l  Beale as Timon Of :  '

at  the Nat ional  Theatre ( f rom 1O Jul)  a: :
lhc raoi l  heat.e f  omnanrr '5 Romeo 4n: .

ln Baghdad playing at Riverside Studios
f?q ?a l ,  rn\  (or  in .^ntamn^r:r \ /  l r :n : .  -

""Y "

perfo"ned in Araoic wi th E.rgl  5h subl i '  =
the world s 'nos. 'a 'nous love s.ory s r '-
using Arabic folklore, rnusic and r i tual.

Yo; don' i  have ro be a Shal .espeare

devolee .o be completely cha'med by

A Midsummer Night's Dream, and theres

hardly a 'nore appropr iaLe sett  ng thar.  :  =

Open Air Theatre in Regent's Park (fror

)  l r  rn n /R) l t 'q :< i f  the fa in i t r lc  rzcn,,a

simply made for this, one of the Bard s  ̂ -  ,
raoiral  n l : r rs \  n <.  r rn/  qe thal  i t  S bee-

pe"rorn'ed here i r  50 di ' ferent prodJc: -  
'

ever s ince the f i rst  one in ' l  933, which ' .  .  
' .

+l^ +L^^+-^r-  l t - -+ l , ,  |  
-^^-^^Ll  tc Lt  cdLlc> i l51 u |  5ed>ulL.

'  rzp6 f  1,6.  1 l^ar ien t  "ead a solnet s i -c!

scrnoloavs maf e t  he mo.r  of  Lhe Baro:

br i l l iance in London this summer.

www.worldshakespearefestival.org.u k I

left:
OtelloatRoyal
Opera House;
above: Ihe
Comedy Of
Errcrs at the
Roundhouse

r.i:
$:

t.7{j:

het inreen the Rnv: l  (h: Icqnc:rc Cnmn>nrr

(RSC) : rc l  reqnerted .h;  d.-1S theatre

company Oi ly Carr ,  fea rr  ng an nteract ive

inr  r rnarr  fnr  : r  e l ianra

members wi th l ive

music (1 9-23 Jun).

A/l  r<ir  i< daf in i ta l r r

the food of ove at
the Royal Opera

House, as Verdi 's

R , r l r  arnlnr ian tha n:  nfr  r l  :nr- l  t r :n i r  :cna.tc

oi ove r l -at  3rg sxper ienced so ohen by his

c^a'acters.  Upstai 's ,  the RSC p'esenrs Ihe

ShipwreckTilogy, a trio of plays exploring

themes of  migrat ion,  exi le and discovery
(1-5 Jul). TheTempest,Twelfth Night and

r ne lomeay ut Lrrars sr are one co"npary

of actors,  wi th each per 'ornrer olay ng

mult ip le roles.

Adventurous
theatregoers wil l
enjoy off beat,
conternporary takes
ON WOTKS SUCN AS

Macbeth: Leila And
Ben - A Bloody
History aI Riverside
Studios (Crisp Rd,
W6.T:020 8237 1111.
www.riversidestudios.
co.uk). This Tunisian
nrnr ' l r  r r t inn /norfnrmarl

\Yrr  rvr  I  rLv

in Arahie \^/ i th Fn^l i<h

cr r l_r t i t la<\  re im:nino<

tho trar hlar- ]  
^r i r  

at  fharv vv" uL L 'L

h^--+ ^t  c A-1,^-^^--^ ' -
rcor I  vr  Jr  org)PgorE)

tr :nor]v rc Tino Ron

A i  fnrmar nro<ir" lont  nf

Tunisia,  and his wi fe Lei la

Otello
(p.78),
proouceo
by the
RSC,

IA KES

Sebastian
Hagen in

Twelfth
Night


