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Welcome io thc London 2012
Paralympic Games, lho biqqosl
the wor ld has cvol  r ;crrn.1\ ,4orr :  l l r l rn
4,000 uthlc l '  '  

l , ,  r r  1(11,, , ' r t t r l  '
wi  compe[c in Lonr lorr  l l r i r ;  r ,u l t rct ,
according kr thc l t t l t : t r r t l iot t i r l
Paralymp c Commrl l rxr ,  l l r r r l ' : ;  I  I  )
more nat ions iaking par l  l l r ; r t t  i t l  l l r r
last  Games n Bei j  ng fur t r r  yolr ;  i r (Jo.

Sixteen countr les wl l l  be tnakinl l
their Paralympic debut at Londorr
2012l l is  sumne' ,  In.  uding Brun, i .
Cameroon, Democratic Republic
of Congo, Gambia, L beria, Malawl,
Mozambique, North Korea and the
US Virgin lslands, And with sports
includ;ng archery athlelics, swimming,
cycling, sail ing, wheelchair fencing,
sitt ing volleyball and powerlift ing,

i t  promises kr bc r :xr :  l in11 v cwinr l .
Don' l  wotry 1l  yrrLr l l rvr : r ' l  r lo l

l i r ;kcl : ;  lo rrny r lxr t l ' , .  Vrt t  r  r t t r  r  r t l r  l r
l l tc  l tc l iot t  { t r r r  r r t t  r t  l r i r l  r , {  t ( i ( r l r  r ; t l ( : l l
r r : r  BT London Live i r r  l r r r l r r r l r r r
l i r l t t ; r tc,  r r t r  lV" i t r  l r r r tLy rr l  I  otrr lot t ' r ;
I r i l r  r r t r rJ r ; r l l r ,  ot  l tv l  r t l  l t r r r  l t t
wrr l r  l r ' , ;  r r  r r  l i r r r  ; ,  vcnl , ,  M,,rr t rwl t ik : ,
(  i r r t r t r  : r  l l r r  r t r l  r l  lx l r  l r i l i r  r r r ,  ( l r .  4(  ) ) ,
p r l ,  l l r r :  r , l r r r l r . ' , l row Chariots Of Fire
(P. 100),  l rc l |  l r r  
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The Paralympics bcclatr  l i l l  i l
1 948 as a sports compt: l i l  or  lot
Brit ish veterans of World War Two
with spinal  in jur ies,  Pioneer ing
doctor Sir Ludwig Guttmann o1

l jkrkc Mandevi  le Hospi ta l  in
I Suck nghamshire, England, used
:;port as a method of therapy to buiLd
phys cal strength and self-esteem.

Taking place for the first t ime
on the opening day of the 1 948
S-mrer Olymp cs in London, the
clokc lVand.vi l le Cames cont inued
crrr : l r  ycar unt i l  1 960 when they
wctc nrovr{l io Rome and became
l l r r  I r , l  o l l ic ia l  Paralympic
( l ; r r r ror ; .  This compet j t ion,  unl ike i ts
prxlccessors,  was open not just

lo war veterans, but other disabled
alhletes too, Since then the Games
have grown and grown - the
Paralympics are now one of the
largest international sports events
on the planet,
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I lr0 Closing Ceremony, which sees

London handover to Rio, the host city

'or  Lhe 2016 Paralympic Games, is

on 9 Sep. Brit ish band Coldplay wil l
perform live at this so-called Fesfival
Of Flamelo an estimated worldwide

audlence of 750 mill ion peoPle.
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For the duration of the Games,
central London's Trafalgar Square wil l

be home to the gigantic 60-metre
screen of BT London Live
(29 Aug-9 Sep. E btlondonlive,
com), There you can watch free
coverage of the events throughout
the day from 1 1.00 to 23,30. Expect

to find Paralympic sports to lry too,
while each evening a free concert is
planned to entertain the crowds.

Elsewhere, watch the best action
from the Paralympic Games for
free l ive on a big screen at south
London's Potters Fields
(12 Aug-g Sep. E molpresents,
com/picture), Potters Fields Park
ls situated next to Tower Bridge
on the south bank of the River
Thames. You'l l also find food and
entertainment there, while nearby
rnore fun ls to be had at the Free
Music (unti l 31 Aug) and Free Film

(1 2-28 Sep) festivals taking place

a shorl stroll away at The ScooP
amphitheatre (p.94).

&8{FF:al ts\F1lr ,

lf you didn't get t ickets for the
Games, you can sti l l  enjoy the
magic of the Paralympics for free.
Spectators will be able to access
large sections of the ParalYmPic
marathon route, which wil l loop
past London sights including
Buckingham Palace, Admiralty Arch,
Birdcage Walk, St. Paul's Cathedral
and the Tower of London (9 SeP),
Meanwhile, just outside the capital,
catch Paralympic road cycling,
taking place in the streets around
Brands Hatch in Kent (5-8 SeP).

ffi
29 Aug: Paralympic Opening

Ceremony 201 2.

9 Sep: Paralympic Closing
Ceremony 201 2.

. For all Games informatjon,
v is i t  E london2O12.com
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