
Get set for the largest poetry
festival ever staged in the
UK. The Southbank Centre's

Poetry Parnassus (26 Jun-1 Jul)
brings rogether mo'e lhan 200 poets
(one from each of the competing
Olympic nations), for a week of free,
multi ingual readings, plus workshops,
discussions and more. lt 's part of the
Southbank Centre's Festival Of The
World season (from 1 Jun), with an
international-f lavoured assortment of
cultural events, including many you
can take part in,
Southbank Centre, p. 1 1 1.

Tanztheater Wuppertal Pina
Bausch: World Cities 2012
(6 Jun-9 Jul) is a month-long

season of dance ce ebrating the
iconic German choreographer Pina
Bausch. Ten shows, insplred by 1 0
globa ocations, wil l be performed at
the Barbicar (p.  '09) and Sadlers
Wells (p. 1 1 1), by the company
Bausch founded in I 972, and ran unt I
her death in 2009,

=:l**'s

around the world with its ambitious
and energet c performances. This
month (23-25 Jun) they are coming
to London for a week-long residency
and series of concerts at the
Southbank Centre (p. 1 1 1 ), led by
charismatic young musical d rector
Gustavo Dudamel,

n lvletamorphoses san
I l I  ep, .  wort^ oy xo.nan poer
H ouo (43 BC-i7 AD),
wh ch inspired the artist Titian
to create some of his greatest
paintings, and the multimedia event
Metamorphosis: Titian 2012
brings together a range of artists,
choreographers and composers
to celebrate these works by the
Venetian renaissance master The
Royal Opera House (p, 1 1 1) will
host performances of new dance
nianac nraotar l  in ra<nnn<a in

three of Titian's masterpieces,

Whether you're lnto dance, music, theatre,

fashion, art, food or f i lm, the London 201 2

Festival is bound to have something to

entice you, Running from 21 Jun-9 Sep, this

mammoth, UK-wide festival of creativi! is a bit

of a cultural Olympics with more than 1,000

events, many of them free to attend. For listings

of all the exciting thjngs taklng place, vislt

E festival.london20l 2,com

See Leona Lewts (pictured), Tinie
lempan, Dlan B, f orence And The

lVachine, Jay-Z, David Guetta, Jack

White, Jessie J, Lana Del Rey and many more

amazinq music acts at BBC Radio 1's Hackney

Weekend 2O12Q3'24 Jun). lt's the British

radio s la l io^ 's biggest-evo' f tee ive music

event and takes place on Hackney Marshes

in east London. The weekender features six

stages, including
the Radio 1 Maln
Stage, 1 Xtra Arena,
an ln New Music We
Trust Siage, and the
BBC Introducing
Stage featuring up-
and-coming ta ent.
Admission is free,
but you must have an
advance ticket. Visit the
website for f ull details.

hckney Marshes, E9.8 08448
ttt 347. tr bbc.co.uk/radiol/
htokneyweekend/201 2/
ar Homerton. Off maD.

On 14 Jul ,  Trafalgar Square
wi l l  be t ransformed for
the f inale of  Big Dance

t0 l  2 (p ctured above, 7-1 5 Jul) ,
3 l ,1 i i l i l rual  UK-wide celebrat ion
, ' l  r l r lncing. The culminat ion
, ,1 l l rorrsands of  events taking

lrlrr r, ;1 | 6yg1 th. country, 2,000
, l r t r r  r rs wi l l  come together for
3 lFr lormance that wl l l  have to
liF iFon to be believed. Wayne
M, I  i r r ( lor ,  resident choreographer
ai  l l r ,  l loyal  Bal let ,  d i rects the
E'r , i l i loUs troupe with support  f rom
it ,"  i  rx l l ish Nat ional  Bai let ,  and
dBri l  F ! l roups and choreographers
ir t r  ; r ( ; toss London. You' l l  f ind a
*t , , , lE I  i rnge of  spectacular dance
; =rr l ' ,  l i rk ing place in unusua
:F.1, F., ircross the capital, from
;!- :1,  r r ) l )s to pop-up cinemas
:, . . t  l r ; r  r lances, plus a ser ies of

, ' r i l | r rwn events heralding the
:===, i r r ,  l toTn as ear ly as June.

'  .  l , r l l  , lc la lLs,  v s i t

'  I  1. , ' t , l . r r r r :e201 2.com
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This nationwide cultural festival has a wealth

lrnppenings taking place right here in the
r irpital. Here's lust a taster of what's in store.

Itv lo Caird and David G. TaYIor

See highlights from
stage musicals including

W Billv ElliotThe Musical.
Chicago, Ghost The lrtlusical,
Jersey Boys, Disney's The Lion
King, Matilda The Musical, Singin'
ln The Rain, Stomp, The Wzard
Of Oz and |,4/r'cked at th s year's West
End Live (23-24 Jun). The casls from
every single one of London's world-
famous musicals wil l be performing
at a free, family-friendly, open-air
enrpdainmenr festival taking place in
Trafalgar Square. For details,
v sit E westendlive,co,uk

The Sim6n Bolivar
Symphony Orchestra
Of Venezuela, the Droduct

of the South American country's
visionary muslc educatron programrne,
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Diana And Actaeon, The Death Of
Actaeon and Diana And Callisto
(from | 4 Jul), Meanwhlle over at
the National Galiery (p, 80), the
paintings themselves wil l be shown
in a free Metamorphosis: Tit ian
2012 exhibit ion (from 11 Jul),
alongside new Royal Opera House
set designs by contemporary Brit ish
artlsts including Chris Ofil i , Conrad
Shawcross and Mark Wallinger lf you
head for Trafalgar Square on I6 Jul,
you can catch a free l ive screening
of one of the Royal Opera House
plerformances.

Artist, musician, f ilm-maker,
peace-activist and all round
tcon Yoko Ono is presenting

her work at the Serpentine Gallery
(p. 82) from 1 9 Jun, The show,
which extends out of the gallery

into Kensington Gardens, features
inslallatio-s. f i ims and performances.
inciuding a project called .Smlq
which nvites people around
fhe world to upload a portrait of
themselves for inclusion n a global
anthology of grins.

fPl For the ultimate Games

I I  I  t i r  dont missthe dispay
ll l ;enqsn 20l2 Otymptc
And Paralympic Games Medals
at the Brit ish Museum (unti l 9 Sep,
p.42).  the medars wi l l  be disprayeo
alongside objects that tell the story
of Britain's involvement with the
OLympics ard Paralympics ove' the
years, and visitors wil l learn how the
medals for  the 2012 Games were
produced, f rom mineral  mining to
design. lt 's the perfect exhibit ion to
get you in the Olympic mood,


