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arry Patch was one
of 8.7 mi l l ion Br i t ish
men who fought in
the trenches in World

War One. He was the last  surviv ing
veteran and died in 2009. But the
voices of  those who exper ienced
svg.y 6spect oI  the terr ib le co^f l icL
l ive on in photographic archives and
personal  papers.

They are to be unvei led at the
new F rst  World War Gal ler ies aL
the lmperia War Museum ( lWM),

London. which reopens on 19 J-ry
fol lowing a major refurbishment to
mark the centenary of  the beginning
of the war.

'This js not just  a story about
trenches. says Ja-es Tay o. .  curaLor

of the lWlvl 's new permanent
exhrbi t ion,  which br ings together
over I ,OOO objects,  p lus digi ta l  and
interactive displays.

Vrsi tors may be surpr ised at  what
they f ind.  The gal ler ies explain how
the war began, why i t  lasted four
years, how it  was won and what i ts
imoacrs have been. BuL by us rg
descr iPL,ons expressed i t  let te 's
a^d d a. ies,  I  aylor and his tea- are
seeking to ntroouce peopre Looay
to the peop e of  IOO years ago. ' l t

would be wrong to say they were
just  l ike us but what we're t ry ing to
do is f  ind the connect ions, '  he says.

lWVl North in Manchester is also
commemorat ing the centenary of
WWI through the exhibi t ion,  From -
Sfreef fo Trench: A World War that
Shaped a Region, running unti l  31
May 2O15. This show examines the
role of  the North West of  England
in the wat of fer ing a local  route
i^to a globa cor- f l  cL.  L ke the new
gai ler ies at  iWM London, i t  zooms
out f rom the front ine to include an
aspect of the war most of us know
very l i t t le about:  the home front.

'The war affected absolutely
eve.ybody. says Taylor. 'F.om

those involved in munit ions to
those who shel tered in the London
Underground dunng air  ra ids.  We
often think of  the First  World War
as a fut i le war,  but  the people at  the
time did not see i t  l lke that, by and
large, and they wouldr ' t  have been
able to carry on for four years i f
they had fel t  l ike that .  People do l ive
through i t ,  and they l ive,  they don' t
just  exist . '
,Wi{ London feop}ft, on 1, July iwm.org.uk

Bicycle
repair
kit frs

Rl, 
q*t4" ,e.^A^dR

lS *-*0""^-'"r'
a\
Jj^44**.

fraa t-r*"k'f'h"*,-
1og*,n4,,

t,

l^l f-f-lCmOflaf-at

Mug
E7

Expcct t*'re unexpeet€d st
the Inxjeeria! War Museulx's
WWI centens,'y exhlibitisns
in Lsneion and Manchester

I
h'
i . ;

IO DIE$S
ilfiilil0ilnY
lll lf[R TltrlE

t$ tf0$t iltill

Bilt F0Ril
lT t$

ultPlTRnr|8

Poster
f8

virginallanti9


