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Jo Caird reveals the highlights of this year’s

Visit London at any time of the year and
you'll be sure to find a major production
of the work of William Shakespeare
appearing on one the city's top stages.
This summer, however, visitors to the
capital will have an extraordinary range
of options to choose from, as dozens

of theatre companies from the UK and
around the world come together for the
World Shakespeare Festival, part of the
London 2012 Festival, the culmination
of the Cultural Olympiad.

Shakespeare may have lived 400
years ago and never set foot in the
exotic locations where many of his
plays were set, but his work feels
as relevant and vital today as it has
always done, both at home and abroad.
Given the enormous influence his
plays, sonnets and narrative poems
have had on British cultural heritage
over the years, it makes sense that
the playwright is required reading for
children in the UK.

You might be surprised to learn,
however, that Shakespeare is studied
by 50 per cent of the world's school
children, some 64 million every year,
From Denmark to Oman and from
Sudan to the Philippines, Shakespeare
is alive and well in the mouths and
minds of young people around the
globe.

World Shakespeare Festival

ALL THE WORLD'S A STAGE

But Shakespeare's legacy is not just
limited to schools of course. One of

the most translated writers ever to
have lived, his work is performed

in theatres all over the world. The
World Shakespeare Festival, which
launched on April 23 [{Shakespeare's
448th birthday), is evidence, if any
were required, Jf the truth of the great
Elizabethan dramatist’s continuing
relevance. For Deborah Shaw, director
of the Royal -h?kp are Company-
produced festival, "Shakespeare’s plays
speak to wide-spread cultures and
situations at different times... he's got
great stories, but he also speaks of the
universal themes that concern us.” The
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theatre from around the w
This is strikingly the case in the six-
week Globe to Globe season, one of the
most ambitious and unusual elements
of the World Shakespeare Festival.

Presenting 37 of Shakespeare’s
plays in 37 different languages, it
is taking p{ace at the atmospheric

heatre where the playwright
f performed with his company in
17th century.

Elsewhere in London the offering is no
less inviting, no matter how you like
your Shakespeare. Those who prefer a
traditional approach won't want to miss
veteran British actor Jonathan Pryce

in King Learat the Almeida Theatre
{from August 31). The show’s director,
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