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SOUVENIR EDITION WORLD SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL

Visi t  Londan at  any i ime of  the year and
ycu"li he sure io i ind * majr:r- producii i:n
af  the work of  Wi l i iam $hakespeere
appear ing on one rhe ciry s top s iage-q.
This summer, howev*r, visitors to th*
capitaI wil l have an extraordinary r*nge
of opt ions to chcose from, aE dozens
of theatre companies i rcm the UK and
around the world come together for ihe
Warld ShakeEpeare Festival, part of the
London 20i  2 Fesi ival ,  thE culminat ion
of the Cul tur* l  i l lympiad.

Shakespeare may have Lived 4.0e
yefirs ago and never sei f*ct in lhe
exatic iacations where nr*ny of his
piays were set, but his work feels
as rel"evant and vital i*day es it has
alwayE d*ne, bnth at hcme and abrr:ad.
Given the en0rm0us inf l .uence his
plals,  sonneis and narrai ive popmg
hav* had on Br i t iEh cut iuraL her i tage
aver the yeer5, it makes sense thai
the playwright is required rending far
chi idren in the Ui{ .

You might be surprised to learn,
however, that Shakespeare is studied
by 50 per cent af the wcri.ci"s schooi
chiLdr*n, silme 64 mill ion everyyear-.
From Denmark to Oman and from
Sudan to the Phi l ippines, Shakespeare
is al ive and w*l l  in the mouihE anci
minds of y*ung people araiind the
gr0ne.

ALI- THI VdCRLD'S A STAGF

Jo Caird revea[s the high[ iEhts of this year's
World Shakespeare FestivaI

Sut Shakespeare'c i.egecy is n*t just
i imited tr: schscis cf csilrse" {lnE *f
the m*st translated wriie rs ever ic
hav* l ived, hi* wcrk is p*rf*rmed
in lheatres aLi *ver the irr*rlr i. Tlre
Wsrld 5hakespeere Festivai, lryhicir
lai-inched on Aprii. 23 lShakespear*"s
4dr8th birthdayi, i: *vid*nce, if any
were reqLiired, cf th* truth of ihe greai
El izabethan drar '*at ist ' :  ccnt inuing
relevance. F*i i l*boreh 5haw, direet*r
* i  the Rny*l5hnkesp*are Cr:mp*ny-
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worLd io great *cclaim : inrs i i  . ,ve= i t i : l
perf*rm*d ln 19?7.

CN STAGI

i lsewh*r* in L*nd*n ihe *ff*nir":g is n*
less invit ing, nc matt*r how y*u !. ike
your Sirakespeare. Thcse whc pref*r n
iraditi*naL approecl"r wcn't w*ni lc miss
veteran Srit ish act*r Jcnathan Fryee
in Eing l-earat the.Almeida ihe*tr*
{f r*m Ar-igust 31J. Thf Ehow's dire.clnr.
Michael ,At tenborcugh, says that he
c*nsiciers this st*ry nf *n aLd riren's
existent ic i  cr is is thr  Bard's "rnast

extracrdinary piay"'. !t 's aLso, he feels,
"the uLtir.*,rate chaLi*nge " f*r e ci!rector:
'i've :iw*.,'s ,:v*:":t*rJ t* w*rk cn lt. I
ah,.i*ye i i:r;-: i*l ! wcL:id weii unti l the
n:e n-r*-: := 

-:; 
;.: ie t, 'n*n I hAd reaChed

* sui i i i : * - ;  : ;*  := ; : r i r r=iand wh*t  that
ieeis i ;a*,  =: ta. .a ?:+. t :  = i ! -*n15 wh* hav*

hi t  ihai 'a i ra: i  a:=. '

praduc*d festiv*l, "Shak*speare"s plays
speek i* wide-snreafi cultures and
si tuat i*ns et  d i f fer*ni  t ime*. . .  h* 's gat
great stcries, bui he als* spe*k: af the
uni ' r*rgel themes thai  conc*rn ue ."  The
fesl  i iaL.  she la;  s.  rs '  d reJt  snepshol  o l
theatr* lrnm ernund the y+*rld et this
mom€nt."

Th!s is strikir ':gly the cns* in the six-
wee k Giobe t* Gi.obe seascn, sne *f ihe
most embi i ious and unu;uaI el*ments
rf the V"/*r-lcJ Shakesp*ar* F*stival.
Pre*ent ing 37 af  5h*kespe*re's
piayr in 37 di f f*rent languag*s,  i t
rs iekina piace *t  th* atmosph*r ie
5he x*spear* 'E Slobe, a 1??7 r*pi ica
ci:l* ihq*ti-e where the pLaywriqht
' "  a '  ' : ; : * i  fcrmed vr: lh h,s tnrnparry in
i-= e ariy '1 7ih ceniury.
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i ' ; lenn'*"rhii.*, at ihe Rauncihau**,
ihe R$C !s pres*nl ing Thc Shipwr**
Tril*g,.i, a trici *f pl*yr ihat *xpL*r-e
t ! i  , ! '  a:  q1l  in: ;1; i ig1r.  e.u. iC cnC

di*c*very i { rom june 1 to JuLy 5i .
The Teit:p*st, Tttelith f{rg*i*nd

T** e alr*rly *f irr*rs *tilL shfife fi

i :n;; i* r*nip*nV , i{  nctors, rrvi ih **ci:
p*risrmei" pl.*1,'itt g r"vlu iii*i* r*l**.

.J*naih*ri  Sl ing*r $if i r$ f is Fr*sperc

in I*e fl*,ripesf*nd M*Lv*Li* i;i

lirr*lid* luigftL For hin:, whei is

i-r:*st extraorei in; lr-5r B5sui I i l*  fd*r id

Shakesp*a;"e F**i ivaL is t l - i* i -*nge *f

i * , . {

d".;tir'"i"]:i1 ',) /li. i,f {{L

, t, i,t;';:;.:i i {,i: ;'f? l{f {.; {{! } I :}

1,.;*rk *n cffrr l: '*m *r*und ihr w*r-ld:
"!t 's vcry rnue h *bnui *eeing h*ri.; *th*r
necple in i.c.ris *l olh*i- t j i i f*r*nt iultures
*ppr*ach the wcrk."

This is *  se r i t i rn*nt  *c i i **d by
ileb*r"ah 5haw, whn fe*l.s thei f ir it ish
*r";diences harr* a l*t t* gain fi '*rn
*eei;"ig the w*i"k cf their- n*ti*r-r*l
pL*yv+i-ighi in int*:i"nati*n*l hunds"
'.Thei-e's n* *n* *uci!*ns* ihat i lwirS
SI'ri*kesp*ar*", *hr s*y*, "ih*re's

nc r-igiit wey t* 11* hin:... Fe*ple;.wiLi
*ppr"*priat* his v,/ori{, thev wil. l nuii :r:=
p!*ces *nrJ pui it bark t*geth*r, i*c1."ri
pl;ry,,vith ii, they'1,i. c*i"ne at it ii*i-r:
d i f ferent anr l ies."

Th**tr*g*eis #it ir i :cj\. 'entu ruij=

68 thi  L*r i i lcN

i*gte* wil l  €!"r jL:y rrrev*i"*nl,  mcdern

!ni*r-nc'* ieit i* i"?s *i  5hakerp*ere s w*ik

such *s Fessernons, c eei" l*brrat lcn

b*iwcen *erLaimsd n*v*l" ist ' i*ni

lul a i" r" i s* l: i: i: d i'"4 n I ! a n s ! n g r r-,/* a n g wr i i * r

Rckia j i -anre. I ' l - t* r .$nc€rt-st l i  Le
perfoim:*nce, whie h is !nsp!r*d by

the tr*g*cly #ihei. lu, vr i lL take plac*

at the f iarbice n i :n iuiv ' l  ? *nd ?*.

Fur lher i i lghLlqhis i r ic l i rde ihe l raqi

Thr:atr"e C*rnpa*y'* ffcmeo ard.};ltei

ln f iaEhdedipl*ying at i i :e Riv*r; i*e

$i iLdi*s f r*m i*n* ?S t*  3Cj.  5et  in

c*nicmp*i-ai-y i i 'aq and p*ricrmerl

ir i  Ai-*bic wi{h Inqi. ! :h :urt i t l*E, the

v-';*r-!.rj'* i"l'rosl f*rnou* l*v* *i*r-y is toid

usin,u l reqi  fa ikL*re,  music and ; ' i tual .

iF. iART

lss if aiL ih*** producti*ns v."'*ren"t
e n*';qh, viEiiei-; wii l i :e ai: i* i* *xpi,*r'*
the rru*:-id *f $hck*sp*:;-* *;:* h!s
e uilr:rai leg*ry e;e* ir i i ;:e. ., ' ia *

Shakespeare's Gl.obe

l;,,@t-t"r."spea resg lo be. com
ALmeida Theatre

l l,:.www.almeida.co.uk

The Roundhouse
www.roundhouse.org.uk
Barbican
www.barbican^org.uk
Riverside Studim
www.riversidestudios,co.uk
British Museum
www.britishmuseum.org
\{ortd Shakegpe*e Festival
wvn'r'.rc&rtds,hail<espeane{e$iva L org. uk

Eeri**  n i  *vents *nd *xhibi t icn* taking
place eci"*ss ihc c*pii*i. Snanrsp**re:
Stagi*E the il,t*r{S ai lhe British
!'; luseury: if r*rn iuLy I ? j !E one *f ihe
h r g h li g his *f th i s p r* g r"* r-n l:r *. ! n'rr: Lv! n g
*bjerts, *igiiei. m*dia errd periorm*fic*,
this i.arge -*cale e"';hibit ion *x*mines
th* *rnerEing r*ie *i Lc*dr* es n w*ri"d
ciiy in 5h*k**iltere"$ da'; ' , a: vE*Li" the
inf l*enc* *f ih* pi.*yh*r"lse *n iE**e* *f
in* i rm*.

.&t  L*r idon ?*1: ,  wl th i ts m*Cels,
v+*r-Ld rec*rrjc ; ln$ pers,*i i*i besis, there
mr:st b* i i :s*r* as v;*Li e* winners. Thc
W*rld Si:*ke*p*ar-e Festivai, h*wev*r,
gives i;s i l l" i ih* *pp*rtunity tc rei*br*t*
* whergve!- rv*"rs f r*nl anct hcwever
*u:" *i irL*ie* pei-fi:rm * the v+ark i: i  an
*;< t r* * i-ri i n * ry ip;r-!t* l'Lcveil
thrGLigh*i l i  i **

r+*rki. i-l*ie's t*
5he k*sp*ar*,
i ir* u.,*rld"s
pi"eyv+rig ht.


